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PUBLIC  USE  OF  NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  REFUGES- -19^1  TO  19^9 

The  9  percent  increase  in  public  use  on  the  National  Wildlife  Refuges 
in  1959  continued  a  trend  begxm  in  1951--the  first  year  such  records  were 
gatheredj,  when  3-|  million  visitors  were  on  these  areas  o 

This  increased  use  is  most  evident  in  connection  with  the  enjoyment 
of  the  refuges  for  wildlife  observations »  photography ^  picnicking,  and 
swimming 0  The  number  of  areas  on  which  public  use  has  been  permitted 
increased  also  during  this  period  from  a  few  over  100  to  the  present  I38 
out  of  275  refuges. 

There  has  been  liberalizations,  through  congressional  legislations,  in 
opening  refuges  to  public  hunting.   In  1951?  hunting  was  pennitted  on 
parts  of  i+1  areas  J,  while  in  1959  s  some  type  of  hunting  was  permitted  on  76 
refuges  0 

Recreation  on  National  Wildlife  Refuges  is  limited  to  designated 
areas  where  such  activities  can  be  accommodated  without  interfering  with 
the  primary  function  of  the  refuges  in  protecting  and  propagating  wildlife 
resources. 

Public  use  by  major  categories  is  shown  in  the  following  summary: 
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